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of those larcenies involved items taken from automobiles, and the aver-
age value of the stolen items was $1,259.53 Research suggests that lar-
ceny victimization risks are predicted by “where one goes and what one 
does.”54 In particular, focusing on a sample of college students, Elizabeth 
Mustaine and Richard Tewksbury found that a student’s risk of being 
the victim of minor thefts was related to whether the student had a dog. 
For more on this finding, see the “Criminal Justice and College Students” 
box in this chapter.

Shoplifting

Shoplifting involves larceny-thefts in which individuals steal from a store. 
In 2013, 1,074,188 shoplifting incidents were reported to the police and the 
property stolen had an average value of $207. The true number of shop-
lifting incidents is much higher given that offenders are able to get away 
with the offense with some ease and many storeowners, even when they 
catch shoplifters, may choose not to call the police. It has been suggested 
that, along with employees’ thefts from stores, shoplifting may cost retail-
ers more than $14 billion a year.55

Types of shoplifters include (a) amateur shoplifters, who rarely shoplift 
but, when they do, they steal items they will use themselves, (b) kleptoma-
niacs, who steal because of what is believed to be a compulsion, (c) juvenile 
shoplifters, who steal for the excitement they get and the items they steal, 
(d) homeless shoplifters, who steal to survive, (e) addict shoplifters, who 
steal to support a drug problem, and (f) professional shoplifters, who steal a 
significant amount of goods in order to sell them.56 Professional shoplifters 
frequently are part of a broader criminal network that buys and sells stolen 
goods. Many professional shoplifters may sell their stolen goods to individ-
uals known as fences, who sell stolen goods. The goods are typically sold at 
a really low price. Keep in mind that possessing stolen goods is also a crime. 
Establishing intent can be problematic, but if you buy a $10,000 item for 
$1,000 from a person wearing an “I am a fence” t-shirt, it would be difficult 
to argue that you did not know you were purchasing stolen goods.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE  
and COLLEGE STUDENTS
WHO LET THE DOGS OUT? (PREDICTORS OF MINOR THEFT VICTIMIZATION)

Researchers Elizabeth Mustaine and Richard 
Tewksbury surveyed roughly 1,500 college students 
to identify predictors of minor theft. Dogs, in particular, 
were among those factors that reduced the likelihood 
of victimization for college students. Mustaine and 
Tewksbury note that students living in off-campus 
housing would rarely purchase security measures 

such as locks, exterior lights, or security systems on 
their own for rental units. Do you own a dog? If so, did 
you get your pet in order to feel safer or for another 
reason? List three things that make dogs useful as a 
security strategy. Compare your answers with what 
your classmates said.


